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1 Ann Arbor, University of Michigan Museum of Art, 1960/2.20; Richard P. Wunder, Architectural 
and ornament drawings of the 16th to the early 19th centuries in the collection of The University of 
Michigan Museum of Art (Ann Arbor 1965), p.[21] no. 28; Collection catalogue (image). 
2 ‘Frises, feuillages et grotesques’ (set of 8), ‘Ornamenti di fregi e fogliami’ (set of 16), published c. 
1645. Alexandre De Vesme, Stefano della Bella: Catalogue raisonné, edited by P.D. Massar (New 
York 1971), nos. 979-1002. 
3 Rome, Gabinetto Nazionale delle Stampe, Taccuino 2511, FN7756-7787; compare FN7768 (image). 
A sketchbook of thirty drawings by Tesi, acquired in 1932 (record). 
4 Geneva, Musée d’art et d’histoire, Cabinet des dessins, Inv. 1959-84; Anne de Herdt, Dessins anciens 
d’architecture et de décoration: donation Gustave Hentsch, ancienne Collection Edmond Fatio, 
catalogue for an exhibition held at the Musée d’art et d’histoire, Geneva, 15 February-15 September 
1979 (Geneva 1979), p.38 no. 43. Collection catalogue (image). 

Tesi, Mauro Antonio, detto il Maurino 
Montalbano, Modena 1730 – 1766 Bologna 

 
Studies of putti with scrolling forms, lying on the ground, and a mask design 
with scrolling forms 
 
[Bologna? circa 1760] 
 
 
DRAWING, pen and brown ink over black chalk, 135 × 347 mm, laid down on a nineteenth-century 
mount, inscribed on the mount Maura Tasia and 5 W LL 48. 
 
In a gilt frame. 
 
PROVENANCE Sir William Stirling-Maxwell, 9th Baronet, of Pollok (1818-1878) — his album of 
‘Drawings by Old Italian Masters. Sculpture’, dispersed by Phillips Son & Neale, London, 12 
December 1990, lot 281 (£1895) 
 
 

HE OLD ATTRIBUTION on the mount to Mauro Tesi is confirmed by similarities to a 
drawing published by Richard Wunder in 1965.1 Both sheets are executed in the same 

manner in Tesi’s distinctive pen style, and are strongly reminiscent of Stefano della Bella’s 
ornament prints. The Michigan drawing, in fact, carried an attribution to Della Bella before 
Wunder associated it with etchings by Tesi in imitation of prints by Della Bella.2 
 
Comparable drawings with garlands, satyr’s heads, and infants, are in Rome;3 Geneva;4 
Sammlung Schloss Fachsenfeld;5 Venice;6 New York,7 and on the art market. 8 Similar 

5 Inv.-Nr. I/1632; Christel Thiem, Bolognesische Zeichnungen 1600–1830 aus der Sammlung Schloss 
Fachsenfeld, mit Leihgaben aus Windsor Castle und der Fondazione Cini Venedig, catalogue of the 
exhibition presented at the Graphische Sammlung der Staatsgalerie Stuttgart, 2 March-2 May 1982 
(Stuttgart 1982), pp.178-179 no. 121. 
6 Venice, Fondazione Giorgio Cini, Raccolta Antonio Certani, Inv. 31714; Chiara Basalti, ‘Nuove 
proposte sul fondo Antonio Certani: disegni di ornato di Mauro Tesi, Carlo Bianconi’ in Saggi e 
memorie di storia dell’arte 34 (2010), pp.115-116 fig. 7. 
7 New York, Morgan Library & Museum, 1982.75:632. An album of 41 ‘Drawings after antique 
sculpture and motifs and several set designs’ (catalogue record). 
8 ‘Cartouche with grotesque masks’, Sotheby’s, New York, 28 January 1998, lot 229; ‘Study for a 
grotesque’, Phillips, London, 22 April 1998, lot 82. 
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drawings by Tesi of decorative friezes incorporating masks were etched by Clemente Nicoli,9 
and by the artist himself. 10 
 

Mauro Tesi, who died at the age of 36, had taught himself by copying the drawings of the 
great Bolognese masters of the previous century, Agostino Mitelli and Angelo Michele 
Colonna. All kinds of ornament interested Tesi, but soon a natural predisposition towards 
architectural decoration asserted itself.11 

  

                                                        
9 ‘Due fregi decorativi con volute e mascheroni e una testa di leone’ and ‘Due fregi decorativi e un 
mascherone’, signed respectively C.N. [monogram] scul. | Maurus Tesi deli. and M.T. del. | C.N. scul. 
(Reggio Emilia, Biblioteca Panizza, Raccolta Davoli, Sezione Gabinetto delle stampe ‘Angelo Davoli’, 
Inv. 10387 image, and 10386 image). 
10 ‘Fregi, vasi, teste, in tutto tredici elementi’ (Bologna, Pinacoteca Nazionale, Gabinetto dei Disegni e 
delle Stampe, Inv. 5222, vol. 12), reproduced by Giovanna Gaeta Bertelà, Catalogo generale della 
raccolta di stampe antiche della Pinacoteca Nazionale di Bologna, Gabinetto delle Stampe: Incisori 
Bolognesi ed Emiliani del sec. XVIII (Bologna 1974), no. 865; and by Wanda Bergamini, in L’arte del 
Settecento emiliano: X Biennale d’arte antica. Architettura, scenografia, pittura di paesaggio, 

catalogue for an exhibition held in Bologna, 1979, edited by Anna Maria Matteucci (Bologna 1980), 
p.34 no. 39a and fig. 29. 
11 For Tesi’s career, see Wanda Bergamini, ‘La cultura di Mauro Tesi: “Ecco il frutto dello studiare 
attentamente gl’antichi professori”‘ in I decoratori di formazione bolognese tra Settecento e Ottocento. 
Da Mauro Tesi ad Antonio Basoli, edited by Anna Maria Matteucci (Milan 2002), pp.105-114, 
reprinted in Wanda Bergamini, Scritti d’arte, edited by Deanna Lenzi, A.M. Matteucci Armandi, and 
Vincenza Riccardi Scassellati Sforzolini (Bologna 2009), pp.113-121. 
 

http://cataloghi.comune.re.it/IMGSPECIALI%5CINCISIONI%5C020001_025000%5C00024357.JPG
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Above Detail from our drawing  
 

 
 

Fig. 1 Comparative illustration ‘Due fregi decorativi e un mascheron’,  
engraving by Clemente Nicoli after Mauro Tesi (Reggio Emilia, Biblioteca Panizzi,  

Sezione Gabinetto delle stampe ‘Angelo Davoli’, Inv.10386) 

 
 

Fig. 2 Comparative illustration Detail of ‘Two Sections of Arabesque Friezes 
 in Imitation of Classical Sculpture’, drawing attributed to Mauro Tesi  

(University of Michigan Museum of Art, 1960/2.20; image) 

http://quod.lib.umich.edu/m/musart/x-1960-sl-2.20/1960_2.20.jpg


<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /CreateJDFFile false

  /Description <<



    /BGR <>

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /CZE <>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /ETI <>

    /FRA <>

    /GRE <>



    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)

    /HUN <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /LTH <>

    /LVI <>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /POL <>

    /PTB <>

    /RUM <>

    /RUS <>

    /SKY <>

    /SLV <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /TUR <>

    /UKR <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



