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Altarpiece by Guido Reni in the private chapel of the papal residence on the Quirinale.
Engraving by Giovanni Ottaviani reduced from 640 x 345 mm (platemark)
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Reni, Guido
Calvenzano or Bologna 1575 — 1642 Bologna

Set of engravings reproducing fresco decoration in the private chapel of
the Papal residence on the Quirinale.

Rome [unknown publisher, circa 1780]

FOLIO, a series of thirteen engravings, struck on thirteen sheets of unwatermarked laid paper of
varying dimensions (some edges untrimmed), the frescoes by Guido Reni and assistants drawn
by Pietro Angeletti for the printmakers Carlo and Giovanni Ottaviani, who sign three and eight
prints respectively (the two others are inscribed appo Ottaviani).

The three largest plates dust-soiled along one edge, otherwise excellent impressions with broad
margins and in perfect condition.

PROVENANCE Christie’s, ‘Valuable Manuscripts and Printed Books’, London, 24 November
1993, lot 77 (part lot)

BINDING contemporary paper wrappers (sewing renewed).

FINE SET OF ENGRAVINGS reproducing fresco decorations executed about 1610

by Guido Reni and assistants (probably Antonio Carracci and Alessandro
Albani) in the Cappella dell’ Annunziata, the private chapel of the papal residence on
the Quirinale. Two scenes from the Life of the Virgin painted in the lunettes,
‘Presentation of the Virgin in the Temple’ and ‘Annunciation to Joachim’, and some
putti bearing scrolls and female figures representing the Virtues, then attributed to
Guido Reni’s assistants, were not engraved; otherwise the whole cycle is copied.

The frescoes were drawn by Pietro Angeletti (1737-1798) for the printmakers Carlo
and Giovanni Ottaviani (1735-1808). Single scenes had been engraved previously
by Jean Baptiste Nolin (1657-1725) and by Etienne Picart (1632—-1721), but no
attempt had been made to reproduce the entire cycle. '

SUBJECTS W [altarpiece: Annunciation] Maria Virgo Mater ab Angelo salutata (640 x 345
mm platemark, the sheet 800 x 540 mm), signed Guidus Reni pinxit. Petrus Angeletti del.
Joan. Ottaviani Caroli LI Hispan. Regis Scalptor incid. ® [over the altar: God in Glory,

' D. Stephen Pepper, Guido Reni: a complete catalogue of his works (Oxford 1984), pp.224—
225.
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blessing] Antiquis Dierum (385 x 325 mm platemark, sheet 540 x 400 mm), engraved by
Giovanni Ottaviani B [left of the main altar: Virgin sewing, accompanied by two angels] B.
Virginis Matris occupatio domestica (390 x 325 mm platemark, sheet 540 x 400 mm),
signed appo Ottaviani W [beside the main altar, four single figures from the Old Testament]
Jacob, Abraham, Isaac, Adam (each 375 x 150 mm platemarks, sheets 540 x 400 mm),
engraved by Giovanni Ottaviani ® [over the entry: Birth of the Virgin] Nativitas
Beatissimae Virginis Matris (565 x 465 mm platemark, sheet 800 x 540 mm), signed
Carolus Ottaviani incid. B [in the dome: Virgin in Glory] B. Virgo Mater in Caelum
assumpta (420 x 495 mm platemark, sheet 540 x 800 mm), signed appo Ottaviani ®
[pendentives of the dome: Kings and Prophets of the Old Testament] Salomon Rex, David
Rex, Moses, Isaias (395/400 x 330 mm platemarks, sheets 540 x 400 mm), the prints of
Salomon and Moses engraved by Carlo Ottaviani, those of David and Isaias engraved by
Giovanni Ottaviani.

The set in the Graphische Sammlung Albertina comprises twelve plates only,
without the large plate of the Annunciation altarpiece which is present here.? Single
plates are recorded in other collections.’

The plates were re-struck several times, once accompanied by a letterpress title-page
‘Pitture di Guido Reni nella Cappella Pontificia al Quirinale incise da Giovanni
Ottaviani in num. 15 fogli... In Roma, Presso Tommaso Piroli’, without date;* again

as ‘Le Pitture della Cappella Pontificia Quirinale, opera di Guido Reni’,? without

? The Albertina’s impression of ‘The Virgin sewing’ (i.e. the Annunciation according to
pseudo-Saint James) is in a state before the inscriptions present on our impression; see
Veronika Birke, Guido Reni und der Reproduktionsstich, catalogue of an exhibition held in the
Graphische Sammlung Albertina (Vienna 1988), no. 13. The Albertina’s impression of
‘Nativitas Beatissimae Virginis Matris’ was exhibited in Guido Reni und Europa, Schirn
Kunsthalle (Frankfurt am Main 1988), pp.461-462, C-35.

? @ Reggio Emilia, Biblioteca Panizzi, Gabinetto delle Stampe ‘Angelo Davoli’, Inventario
25798 (an impression of ‘Nativitas Beatissimae Virginis Matris’).

* @ Rome, Bibliotheca Hertziana, Ca-REN 72-350 gr raro (Rara-Magazin) (digitised
http://www .bildindex.de/obj08039378.html). The two additional plates called for on the title
were engraved by Giovanni Battista Dasori. @ Rome, Istituto Nazionale per la Grafica, Inv.
727/1-15 (http://calcografica.ing.beniculturali.it gv. Episodi della vita della Vergine) ®
Florence, Biblioteca nazionale centrale, Biblioteca Palatina, 4.B.8.4.

* Compare Giovanni Gori Gandinelli, Notizie istoriche degli intagliatori, edited by Luigi de
Angelis (Siena 1814), XI11, p.16, enumerating the four prints of Kings and Prophets of the Old
Testament only, citing ‘una Raccolta di 33. fogli col titolo Le Pitture della Cappella Pontificia
Quirinale, opera di Guido, disegnate da Pietro Angelotti , ed incise da Giovanni, e Carlo
Fratelli Ottaviani’; see for the latter, G.K. Nagler, Neues allgemeines Kiinstler-Lexicon
(Leipzig 1840), X, p.420 (‘Folge von 33 Blittern’); Charles Le Blanc, Manuel de I’amateur
d’estampes (Paris 1854), 11, p.132, nos.23—64; Thieme-Becker, Kiinstler-Lexikon, XXVI, p.86)
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date; and again as ‘Pitture a fresco di Guido Reni nella cappella del Palazzo del
Quirinale incise da G. Ottaviani e altri’, in 1828.°

¢ o Florence, Kunsthistorishes Institut, J 8256 m (x11 BI. I1.; 2° ; ‘“vermisst / smarrito’); Mostra
di Guido Reni, catalogue of an exhibition in the Palazzo dell’ Archiginnasio, Bologna, 1
September—31 October 1954 (Bologna 1954), p.143.
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